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Progress Continues on the New City Administration Building 

The New City Administration building is well underway.  It will house 

administrative services for Electric, Water & Sewer Utilities as well as 

general City, Public Works, Building & Zoning services.  The building is 

well within budget and on schedule for a July 4th completion date.  The 

building is located on Seymour Court, stop by and see your new facility. 

 

Changes made to City Open Burning Ordinance 

The city’s ordinance, Chapter 5.17 titled Outdoor Fires, was updated this 

past winter.  One of the changes made to the ordinance includes 

allowing campfires, by permit, 12 months of the year rather than just a 

portion of the year (permit applications can be obtained at City Hall).  The 

biggest change to the ordinance is banning open burning.   

Residents may no longer burn leaves at any 

time. Officials chose to coordinate the banning 

of leaf burning with the expansion of yard 

waste drop-off hours at the new public works 

building. 

 

 

W I S C O N S I N SPRING/SUMMER 2021 

cityofelkhorn.org


 

Saturdays on the Square 

Saturdays: May 29 through September 4  

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Saturdays on the Square (SOTS) returns for its 3rd year!   

A variety of local artisans along with fresh local growers make their way downtown Elkhorn every Saturday.  Food, 

Independent Sales and Commercial Vendors join the fun and provide an enjoyable shopping experience for all who 

attend.  Like the Facebook page and stay up to date on workshops, wellness workouts and local bands scheduled 

to perform at Saturdays on the Square!  

Visit the Elkhorn Area Chamber of Commerce’s website for more information: elkhornchamber.com 
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Start your holiday weekend with a BANG! Enjoy the City’s annual 

fireworks on Friday, July 2nd at approx. 9:30 pm in Elkhorn's 

beautiful Sunset Park.  For the 2nd year, the City will be live 

streaming the fireworks on the Elkhorn Parks and Recreation 

Facebook page for those wanting to stay in the comfort of their own 

home.  Additional details such as music performances, and food & 

snack being available to purchase is still being discussed.  Stay 

tuned for updated information on the Elkhorn Parks and Recreation 

Facebook page. 

In the meantime, plan to bring a blanket or chair, family and friends, 

and enjoy the show! 

July 15—18 at the Walworth County Fairgrounds 

More info at walworthcountyfair.com 

Annual Fireworks Celebration 

elkhornchamber.com
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SPRING BRUSH COLLECTION SCHEDULE – 2021 
NOTE: Brush Collection during all weeks begins on Tuesday 

 

Tuesday, April 6, May 4 & June 1: Northeast Section 

Tuesday, April 13, May 11 & June 8: Southeast Section 
NW NE 

Tuesday, April 20, May 18 & June 15: Southwest Section 

Tuesday, April 27, May 25 & June 22: Northwest Section Walworth Street 

 

RESIDENT GUIDELINES: 
*NO vines, rakings or roots 

*Place cut ends facing direction of traffic traveling on street 

*Do NOT co-mingle leaves with brush 

*Maximum Length—12 feet, Maximum Diameter - 9 inches 

*Brush should NOT be in terrace earlier than Saturday prior to collection week 

*Brush MUST be in terrace no later than 7 am of collection week. 

SW SE 

 

The public works crew will begin the route on Tuesday morning and will pick up your properly disposed of brush 

sometime during your scheduled week. Please do not place brush out after the crew has gone by, they will only 

go through the route once during the week. If you hire a contractor for tree work, the contractor must take all 

debris. Parked cars must not block brush piles. 

 
 

SPRING LEAF COLLECTION - 2021 

 
Spring Leaf Collection is scheduled to begin Monday, April 5th and ends on Friday, April 16th (a 2 week period of 

time). Advanced Disposal, the City’s refuse/recycling contractor, conducts this leaf collection. City is divided into 5 

colored sections during the Spring Leaf Collection. Each colored section on the map will have leaf pickup on an 

assigned day of the week M-F. Please see the DPW Leaf Collection Schedule w/colored map for your pickup posted 

on the City’s website at cityofelkhorn.org 

 

Leaves will only be collected during your assigned day 
 

*Leaves should NOT be in the gutter earlier than *Please rake leaves into the street; Advanced 

Disp./WM the Saturday prior to your pickup day  will pick up the leaves from the gutter 

*Leaves MUST be in the gutter no later than 7am *Do NOT commingle brush 

with leaves of the scheduled pickup day *Do NOT place them in bags 

or boxes 

YARD WASTE DROP-OFF SITE @ City DPW Facility - (401 E. Centralia St.) 

DROP-OFF SITE LOCATED AT END OF GETZEN ST. 

Opening Date:  April 1, 2021 

Closing Date: November 21, 2021  

Open 7 Days per Week 

Daily: 8 am—8 pm 

 

*Leaves, vegetables, and grass clippings 

*Yard/garden debris and brush—including clean, woody vegetative material no greater than 9 inches in diameter 

*Tree limbs and branches no greater than 9 inches in diameter and 12 feet in length 

*30 gallon paper bags or Dry cardboard boxes not larger than 3 feet x 3 feet 

*NO stumps, roots or shrubs with intact root balls 
*NO Plastic bags! 

INFORMATION ALSO AVAILABE ON CITY OF ELKHORN WEBSITE AT cityofelkhorn.org 
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Have your trash and recycling out to the curb by 6:00 a.m. 

Cardboard (flattened) 

Clean cardboard only; broken down and 

flattened, and placed inside the cart. 

Aluminum 

Aluminum beverage cans only.  No food 

trays, aluminum foil, etc. 

Glass (bottles and jars) 

No window glass, light bulbs, TV tubes, 

drinking glass, etc. 

Tin and Bi-Metal Cans 

Soup, vegetable, juice cans, etc.  All cans 

must be rinsed out completely. 

Plastic and Aseptic Containers 

This includes plastic bottles with     

threaded caps with recycling symbol  1 

through 5 and 7.  Juice and milk cartons 

are also accepted.  All plastic bottles 

must be rinsed out completely.   

Look for    on the container.   

Newspapers, Magazines, Office Paper 

Glossy inserts, catalogs, mail circulars, 

phone books, paperback books, school 

papers, cereal boxes, envelopes,         

wrapping paper, etc. 

Place your recyclables in the recycling containers provided.  These         

containers are to be left with the residence if you move. 

Please keep your recyclables separate from your other garbage and easily 

accessible.  Keep carts at least three feet apart and away from other      

objects (mailboxes, light poles, etc.) 

City of Elkhorn’s Recycling Collection is every other week,                  

the same day as weekly trash services 

Please call Advanced Disposal at 920-563-4505                                       

with any service questions or issues  

 NO MEDICAL WASTE—i.e. needles, rubber gloves, oxygen tubes, IV bags, etc. 

 NO YARD WASTE—it is illegal to landfill these items 

 NO WET PAINT or HAZARDOUS MATERIALS—contact Walworth County for disposal of these items 

 EMPTY or DRY PAINT CANS—these items may be placed in the standard trash containers 

Harmony Living in 
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If you use medical equipment that needs electricity to run, please  let us know. 

The City has a Critical Needs Response Plan that allows customers with critical needs to be notified of a power outage. 

A “Critical Care” customer is defined to be: 

 A customer with specific medical conditions requiring uninterrupted electric service; or 

 Elderly, disabled and/or home-bound customer who is at risk and requires uninterrupted electrical service to maintain 

their well-being. 

The City will attempt to make contact with the customer or designated contact person if there is an outage to provide an 

estimate of how long the power is expected to be off in case other arrangements need to be considered for the customers 

well being. 

To apply, a Medical Alert Response Application must be completed. Information required includes name, address, phone 

number, and contact information for another person the City may contact if the critical needs resident does not answer the 

phone.  The application also contains a section which must be completed by a physician stating the patient’s medical       

condition and the type of life sustaining equipment used which requires continuous electric service for the health and safety 

of that individual.   

This qualification requires an annual renewal. The information on the form may be subject to verification and additional      

information may be required from you or your physician. 

The Medical Alert Response Application is available at City Hall or on the City’s website.  Completed forms may be submitted 

by mail or dropped off at City Hall.  For more information call City Hall at (262) 723-2219. 

Harmony Living in 

M E D I C A L  A L E R T  W H E N  T H E  L I G H T S  G O  O U T  

Be especially careful at intersections as failure to yield right-of-way can occur when drivers are 

turning onto another street and a pedestrian is in their path. 

When possible, cross the street at a designated crosswalk. Always stop and look left, right, and 

left again before crossing. If a parked vehicle is blocking the view of the street, stop at the 

edge line of the vehicle and look around it before entering the street.  

Increase visibility at night by carrying a flashlight when walking and by wearing retro-reflective 

clothing that helps to highlight body movements.  

It is much safer to walk on a sidewalk, but if you must walk in the street, walk facing traffic. 

I M P O R T A N T  P E D E S T R I A N  S A F E T Y  R E M I N D E R S  

C I T Y  W I D E  R U M M A G E  S A L E  

The Elkhorn Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting the annual city wide rummage sale on Friday, June 

11th & Saturday, June 12th.   

All rummage listings will be featured in the 2021 Elkhorn Area Community Rummage Map.  Individuals who 

register their sale will receive two fluorescent rummage sale signs to promote their sale.   

Signs will be available at 203 E. Walworth Street, Uncle Hunks Junk Building.  Maps will be available on 

Wednesday, June 9th. 

For more information, contact the Elkhorn Area Chamber of Commerce.   
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During the month of April, we will hold our annual Food for Fines all month. The library will forgive overdue fines, 

$1.00 for each nonperishable food item donated (up to $5.00), to benefit the Elkhorn Food Pantry. This offer may 

not be redeemed on lost items, only overdue fines. We will also have activities and other special events during 

National Library Week, April 4-10, 2021.  

 

In April, we will start to relax some of the Covid restrictions we’ve had in place. We will bring back more seating 

and allow longer visits in the library. You will be able to read newspapers again and access all parts of our 

collections. Our book discussion groups will resume in person.  

 

Check our web site calendar at www.elkhorn.lib.wi.us  for more information on these and other programs. In our 

children’s department, we will continue virtual storytimes for the spring and we are planning some in-person 

programs for summer. For April and May we will still offer weekly take home activities. Masks are still required to 

come into the library. Check our Digital Resources for Hoopla! Hoopla is a groundbreaking digital media service 

that allows you to borrow movies, music, audiobooks, ebooks, comics and TV shows to enjoy on your computer, 

tablet, or phone – and even your TV. Best of all, Hoopla is an on-demand service…there’s no waiting lists at all! If 

Overdrive has a long wait list for the ebook you want, check to see if Hoopla has it. Kanopy is another free 

streaming service for movies and allows five free downloads every month. 

 

Support the Friends of the Library by joining for just a $10 membership fee. We are 

looking for new members to help with our projects this year. The Friends host movie 

nights, authors, and work weekly to maintain the ongoing Book Store, along with 

many other events throughout the year like the Book & Bake Sales and Trick or 

Trivia. This April, Fridays with Oscar will return virtually with four Oscar-nominated 

best pictures and a five minute video of Katie James sharing all the juicy details of 

the four films and what makes them worthy of a golden statuette. The video will be 

recorded by staff and posted on our website and Facebook page weekly each 

Friday, April 2, 9, 16, and 23.  

 

As always, I encourage you to contact me with any comments or suggestions 

regarding the library. You can reach me by phone at 262-723-9140 or by email at 

lselje@elkhorn.lib.wi.us 

 

Lisa Selje 

Library Director 

Harmony Living in 

W H A T ’ S  N E W  A T  M A T H E S O N  M E M O R I A L  L I B R A R Y ?  

The City of Elkhorn is a permitted MS4 community as defined by the State of 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).  With that in mind, storm 

water from Elkhorn, which travels to the Rock River and Upper Fox River, is now 

being monitored by the WDNR.  In order to stay compliant and protect the 

environment we maintain ordinances and policies to keep grass, dirt, branches, 

yard waste and garbage off the street. This prevents said debris from clogging 

inlets and ending up in our tributaries.  We ask that you do your part and follow 

said polices and City ordinances as outlined within this notice and as found on 

our website, cityofelkhorn.org.  

A  R E M I N D E R  A B O U T  M O W I N G  Y O U R  L A W N  

http://www.elkhorn.lib.wi.us
mailto:lselje@elkhorn.lib.wi.us
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Q. Is Elkhorn Utilities using advanced meters? A. Yes.  Following several months of careful 
research and consideration, the Elkhorn Common Council approved a plan to transition to advanced elec-
tric and water meters.  Elkhorn’s not-for-profit, locally owned utility is making use of advanced metering 
as an important tool for the business of operating our community’s electric and water systems.  

Q. How do advanced meters work?  A. Advanced meters are a safe, secure and effec-
tive two-way communications link that will allow our utilities to provide proactive customer service, im-
prove system reliability, and operate more efficiently. 

Q. Why are these new meters being installed? A. Advanced meters are an important tool 
for the business of operating our community’s electric and water systems.  They will help our utility to 
operate more cost-effectively and to provide more proactive and reliable service to our customers.  

Q. Will my utility rates go up as a result of advanced metering? A. No.  Our use of ad-
vanced meters is not anticipated to have any impact on electric or water rates.  In fact, this new technol-
ogy will help bring important savings to our community. 

Q. How can advanced meters provide savings? A. Elkhorn Utilities’ use of advanced meters 
will help us operate more cost-effectively for customers.  The utility currently meters 4200 electric ser-
vices and 4408 water services, and our old system requires sending workers out in trucks and on foot to 
complete monthly readings, conduct regular testing, and perform disconnections and reconnections for 
these meters.  Because advanced meters allow these functions to be carried out remotely, Elkhorn Utili-
ties’ new metering system will eliminate nearly all of these expenses. 

In addition, the use of advanced meters can more quickly alert us to problems that drive up costs for our 
utilities and our customers.  We will be able to more quickly alert customers to costly water leaks.  Ad-
vanced meters also allow faster detection of instances of theft and meter tampering, which are danger-
ous and costly for our system.  In the future, advanced meter data will enable our customers to analyze 
their electric and water consumption. They will also take advantage of demand-response programs that 
will provide customers with more control over their usage and bills.   

Q. How will advanced meters improve my utility service? A. Advanced metering will 
enable our staff to provide proactive customer service.  Advanced metering allows faster detection of ser-
vice related problems such as electric outages, power quality issues, water leaks, and potential sources 
of water cross-contamination.  Transitioning to the new meters also helps ensure that our electric and 
water systems will stay in good working order for the years to come. 

Q. Will my privacy be compromised? A. No.  As always, our utilities take seriously our 
obligation to protect your privacy.  That will not change with the use of advanced meters. 

You may have heard information recently about advance meters – sometimes referred to as smart meters.  
Many electric and water utilities, including Elkhorn’s locally owned municipal utility, are making use of this 
technology.  Wondering what this industry shift means for you here in Elkhorn?  Read on for answers to 
some frequently asked questions. 
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Q. What assurance do I have that my privacy is protected? A. Utilities in our state are re-
quired to strictly protect your customer usage and billing information.  Elkhorn Utilities works constantly 
to safeguard this data.   

Q. Will the advanced meter make it possible to know what I’m doing inside my home? 
A. No.  The only information collected by an advanced meter is how much energy and water is con-
sumed based on time of day, not how the energy or water was used.  Advanced metering cannot detect 
the presence of people in their homes, nor can it collect information about customer’s personal activities 
or private lives. 

Simply put, the information collected by an advanced meter will be used for the same purpose as the da-
ta from the old meters: measuring consumption and preparing a bill. 

Q. Are advanced meters safe? A. Yes.  While wireless advanced meters have become the 
subject of considerable attention for their use of low-level radio frequencies (RF), in-depth review of the 
scientific literature by the World Health  
Organization (WHO) confirmed that the small amount of RF energy produced by smart meters is not 
harmful to human health.1 

1 World Health Organization.  http://www.who.int/peh-emf/about/WhatisEMF/en/index1.html 

In the US, the FCC establishes the requirements for use of the RF spectrum and acceptable exposure lim-
its for the public.  Elkhorn Utilities’ advanced meters comply with and exceed these requirements, as well 
as international requirements set by global bodies. 

Elkhorn Utilities takes your health and safety seriously and would never install equipment that would 
jeopardize our relationship with you.  The well-being of our customers is our community-owned Utilities’ 
top priority. 

Q. How significant is the RF signal from an advanced meter?  
A. The low level of RF emissions associated with advanced meters is far smaller than that of the other 
common household items.2  In fact, everyday devices such as cellular phones and microwave ovens typi-
cally cause far greater RF exposure than advanced meters.3  In terms of RF output, Elkhorn Utilities’ ad-
vanced meters typically compare as follows to other common household wireless devises:4   
 

http://www.who.int/peh-emf/about/WhatisEMF/en/index1.html
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Furthermore, RF exposure decreases with distance from the device.  Elkhorn Utilities’ advanced meters 
are typically installed on the exterior of a building, whereas much higher-emitting devices such as mi-
crowaves and mobile phones are often operated a few inches or a few feet from the user.  In addition, 
while other common household devices emit RD signals far more frequently, or even constantly, Elkhorn 
Utilities advanced meters typically will only transmit a signal four times per day, and each transmission 
lasts for approximately one second. 

2 Environmental Defense Fund.  http://www.who.int/peh-emf/about/WhatisEMF/en/index1.html. 

3 Richard A. Tell, Richard A. Tell Associates, Inc. (April 6, 2005) 

4 Based on FCC 47CFR1.1310, which averages exposure over 30 minutes of usage.  Comparative data provided by Itron.  

Q. What is the timeframe for Elkhorn’s advanced metering initiative? A. Following 
several months of careful research and consideration, the Elkhorn Common Council approved a plan in 
this Spring to transition to the use of advanced electric and water metering.  In August, the Elkhorn 
Common Council approved the project financing. 

Elkhorn’s advanced metering initiative is expected to proceed as follows: 

 Fall/Winter - Utility software installation and data management system testing. 

 Winter - Installation of new electric and Spring 2021 installation of new water meters/nodes. 

 Summer 2021 - electric meter installations completed. 

 Fall 2022 - Water meter installation completed. 

Q. What changes will I see when my meter is installed? A. You likely will not notice 
any change, but once your advanced meter is installed, your usage data will be transmitted securely 
and efficiently to Elkhorn Utilities.  

Q. What if I have questions or want more information? A. Please contact our Utilities 
Operations Center at 262-723-3138 and our staff will be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

S U M P  P U M P  A N D  C L E A R  W A T E R  D I S C H A R G E  

Please be advised that an Ordinance adjustment regarding sump pump discharge went in to effect on April 1, 2020 

(Ordinance Chapter 13.4.040).  Summarized adjustments are as follows: 

 All sump pumps shall be connected to existing City of Elkhorn storm sewers as long as said City systems are 

within or near the existing parcel’s frontage and out of the roadway. 

 Sump pumps not connected to a City of Elkhorn system (as allowed, as noted above) may discharge over hard 

surfaces from April 1st to November 1st; discharge to terraced areas (grass surfaces) is permitted year round. 

 If sump pump discharge is determined to create a Public Nuisance by causing freezing or slippery conditions 

within public right-of-way then the nuisance shall be promptly and properly abated. 

 Sump pump piping from a building or home to the City’s storm sewer system shall be the responsibility of the 

property owner, including connection to the public sewer. 

http://www.who.int/peh-emf/about/WhatisEMF/en/index1.html
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Mark your calendar for Elkhorn's Corn & Brat Days 
scheduled for July 30th & 31st this summer!  

The community festival kicks off at 11 a.m. on July 30th, 
artisans and crafters will be on the square while roasted 
corn and grilled brats are served all day.  
Saturday, July 31st spend the day from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
enjoying more food and fun for the whole family!  Sit back 
and relax while you enjoy different entertainment on the 
community stage including performances from local groups.  

Like us on Facebook to find out who will be rocking our 
stage with Live Music at Elkhorn Corn & Brat Days! 
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E M P L O Y E E  S P O T L I G H T  
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Welcome to the newest members of  the  City of Elkhorn Fire and EMS Department. 

 Left to Right:  Michael Mills, Kyle Schmidt, Randy Woodard, Matt Wittig and Gregg VanderVeen.   

Left to Right:  Scott Devault, Carl Strait, Chris Walters, Aaron Menden and Terry Jones 
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E M P L O Y E E  S P O T L I G H T  

Welcome to Tina Guenther!   

Tina is the newest addition to the front office 

staff at Elkhorn City Hall. 
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Ed Bogard Katee Spotz Eric Schmidlkofer 

Brad Soczka Brandon Lindgren Bruce Klinger 

Welcome to the newest members of  the  City of Elkhorn Fire and EMS Department Continued. 



City of Elkhorn 

City of Elkhorn Police Department 

City of Elkhorn Utility Department 

Elkhorn Recreation Department 

Elkhorn Area Fire Department 

Matheson Memorial Library 
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C I T Y  D E P A R T M E N T S  A R E  O N  F A C E B O O K  
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M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R S  F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  D A T E S  

City Hall will be closed  in observance of holidays during the spring and summer, the dates are: 

 Friday, April 2 

 Monday, May 31 

 Monday, July 5 

 Monday, September 6 

In the event of a fire emergency during the winter, could firefighters find 
the hydrant near your home?  

 
The City of Elkhorn encourages residents to be aware of the fire hydrants near their home and 
keep snow shoveled away from it during the winter season.  We may not have much snowfall in 
the coming months, but questions brought to the Common Council raised concern.  Clear a path 
approximately 3 feet around the hydrant. This gives the fire department room to work with this 
hydrant should the need arise.  Please consider helping a neighbor who is elderly or has a medi-
cal condition by shoveling out a hydrant in front of their home. This act of kindness will benefit 
the entire neighborhood.  Water is the principal agent used by the Fire Department to control 
and extinguish fires. Delays in locating and hooking-up to a fire hydrant can seriously hamper a 
fire suppression operation, raising the risk of injury and possibly resulting in additional property 
damage.   

Have you been able to locate the hydrant 
closest to your home? 

cityofelkhorn.org
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